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Philosophical Debates of Religion over the Past 30 Years
and Its Academic Achievements in Chinese Mainland

Duan Dezhi
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract; In the past 30 years, Chinese philosophy of religion has got a great development, one
reason of which consists in the philosophical debates in this field. Of these debates, there are three
debates with special significances, They are the debate about whether religion is opium or not, the
debate about whether Confucianism is a religion or not, and the debate about the ontology of the
global philosophy of religion. This paper examines the three debates concretely, and analyzes their
important functions in the developing history of Chinese contemporary philosophy of religion.

Key words: religion; philosophy of religion; theory of opium; Confucianism; ontology



