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Sociology of Religion in China
GAO Shining

(Institute of World Religion, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732 )

Abstract: As abranch of social science, sociology of religion is a new discipline arising in China after the
“reform and open” in 1980s. From that time to the end of the 20th century, the development of this disci-
pline had undergone three phases: preparation of thought, introduction and taking root in China; in the
new century it is coming to be mature. Surveying and reviewing the whole process, the author analyzes the

different characteristics and the problems in the different phases of the development of sociology of religion

in China.
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